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As we come to the end of our focus on “Just Walk Across the Room,” I sincerely hope and pray 

that this emphasis has been a helpful one for you.  I hope that it helped you to think about what 

your faith in Jesus means to you and how you have opportunities to be a witness, and to walk 

across the room, to others. 

 

And yet now as we wrap up this experience I will focus today on how we can maintain the 

momentum we’ve hopefully found these past weeks.  How can we keep this fire and passion for 

reaching out to others burning in the days, months, and years to come instead of just being 

another good emphasis we forget about in the next few weeks? 

 

Therefore what I hope to do today is to plant a seed in your soul that will take root and grow into 

an insatiable desire to pursue this thing that Bill Hybels calls in his book, “Grander Vision 

Living.”  My hope is that your life will be filled with the wonderful, inspiring, mysterious and 

vibrant faith that on this Pentecost Sunday the Holy Spirit wants to give you. 

 

Now first of all I want to take you on a several minute vacation.  Imagine you’re immediately 

transported to a tiny island in the Bahamas.  Upon your arrival you decide that what you want to 

do is to go snorkeling in the beautiful, blue ocean.  In a few minutes you’re decked out in your 

swimsuit, mask, and fins. 

 

Once on top of the water you notice the gentle waves, the rays of sunshine bouncing off the 

ocean’s surface and an amazing feeling of peacefulness comes over you.  And yet as amazing as 

this view is an even more amazing thing is happening under the water’s surface. 

 

As you position your mask and breathing tube, and as you dip your face into the water, you 

immediately wonder where all these fish came from?  As you try to process all the colors and 

sights of this world, you see a huge school of blue and neon-yellow angelfish.  Wow, unreal. 

 

You pop back up lifting your face above the water to take in the ocean’s surface again.  The 

contrast is amazing.  Above the water all seems to be calm and tranquil.  And yet as you dip your 

head back under the water there is activity and movement.  You pop your head up, things seems 

serene, while back under there is colorful complexity. 

 

And that my friends is very similar to life.  So often most of what we do is simply on the surface.  

It is often pretty basic and routine, doing what needs to be done to survive.  And yet the reality is 

that there is more to life than what just appears on the surface.  There is more to life if we go 

deeper into God’s grander vision. 

 

The Gospel lesson for today from Luke 5 tells a wonderful story of Jesus walking by the 

seashore one day.  As he notices Peter and some fishermen scrubbing their nets, Jesus tells them 

to push out into the deep water and let down their nets.  And yet these men protest by saying that 

they had fished all night and had not caught a thing. 

 



But they end up following Jesus’ word and when they let down their nets, they are so filled with 

a haul of fish that they cannot even lift the nets into the boat.  And seeing this miracle these 

fishermen are so overwhelmed that Peter falls on his knees before Jesus. 

 

Jesus, however, says to Peter, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.”  And it 

says that “they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.”  Their lives 

were transformed to a new vision of focusing on bringing the love of Jesus to people. 

 

Grander vision living is when you discover that loving and serving people is to be our purpose 

and priority in life.  It is when you hear Jesus’ call to walk across the room and share God’s love 

and radical inclusiveness with others.  It is becoming fishers of people. 

 

And yet you may wonder if this call isn’t just for pastors or missionaries who leave everything to 

follow Jesus.  How can you live with people as a priority when you have another career or 

responsibilities?  How does your life fit with Jesus’ call? 

 

You may remember the story I have told about the person who was asked, “What do you do for 

an occupation?”  He responded, “Oh, I’m a Christian.”  “No,” repeated the questioner, “What is 

your life’s work?”  And again he answered, “I’m a Christian.” 

 

Finally, in frustration, the person inquiring said, “No, what do you do for money?”  “Oh,” said 

this man, “during the week I work as an office manager to help support my life as a Christian.”  

This, of course, is a person who knows Jesus in a personal way by faith and who sees a grander 

vision of the difference he can make in the life of another. 

 

Jesus said in Matthew 5:16, “Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good 

deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”  Jesus is saying that people can come to know God 

our Father by how we treat them, listen to them, care for them, and embrace them.  What a great 

joy and privilege to allow our lights to point others to Jesus. 

 

And yet you may still wonder why Jesus calls us to this grander vision living?  He does this, I 

believe, because this is the way our souls get nourished and satisfied.  This is the life where we 

find a joy, peace, purpose, and hope that passes all understanding. 

 

The reality is that if you would build your life around accepting people, getting to know people, 

caring for people, serving people, listening to people, befriending people, loving people, helping 

people to know the wonder of spiritual things, you will never crave your old life again. 

 

Just think of how fulfilling your days will be if you get up every morning asking God to lead you 

to the person, or people, you will be able to reach out to that day.  Just think of how different 

your job may be if you look at others you work with, or others you volunteer with in your kids 

activities or whoever, as people to serve and care for in Jesus’ name. 

 

And just think if, through Christ’s love and forgiveness in you, you are able to look for the 

potential and possibilities in others?  Just think if you were able to look beyond a person’s self-

centeredness or quick temper and see the possibilities of what God is able to do in their hearts if 

they come to know him by faith. 

 

Grander vision living realizes that we are all sinners in need of God’s shaping and refinement.  

And because of that we do not give up reaching out to, and caring for, and listening to other 



people’s stories.  For we want each person to know the amazing joy and new life that only Jesus 

can give.  We want each person to also know and experience grander vision living. 

 

Let me give you another example.  In Luke 5:27 the story is told of how Jesus one day went to a 

tax collector, a man named Matthew and said to him, “Follow me.”    Again it is important to 

note that tax collectors at that time were considered traitors, sinners of the first degree, and 

people who by their profession and lifestyle were far from God. 

 

And yet Jesus saw the potential in Matthew, he saw a greater life for this imperfect person, and 

he calls him to leave his old life and follow him.  Jesus calls Matthew to give up trying to find 

life in wealth, and the material things of this world, and find a more rich and full life in living by 

faith in Jesus and by serving others. 

 

And as Matthew did follow Jesus he had a deep desire to share with his friends and family the 

acceptance and love, the purpose and hope, that he had found in the person of Jesus.  So the 

Bible tells us that he threw a party, a banquet for his other tax collector and non-believing 

friends, so he could show them the joy and new life he had found in Jesus. 

 

Matthew didn’t just forget about his friends by clinging to his new found believing friends.  

Rather, he saw them as people of potential who needed to taste some of the acceptance, grace, 

and forgiveness he had received.  He knew that if Jesus had changed his life, that he could also 

work that same miracle in others. 

 

And the great thing about Matthew is that even though he knew he didn’t have his life all 

together, he didn’t have it all figured out, he knew he was saved for a purpose.  He knew that 

making people a priority was now his calling and that his life would now be devoted to walking 

across rooms, and pointing people to Jesus. 

 

My friends, I believe the same thing holds true for us.  Will we choose to be part of God’s 

grander vision living or will we choose to settle for a lesser vision?  Will we settle for life on the 

surface or will we dip our eyes into the majestic world of God’s love and mission? 

 

If following Jesus’ call is your goal I encourage you to think about throwing a Matthew party.  

Invite a few believers, and a few more non-believing friends, to a party at your home or 

somewhere else.  Do it as a small group with some Christian friends.  Trust the Holy Spirit to 

lead as you get to know people better and hear their stories. 

 

In my previous congregation there were some young adults who held their Matthew party with 

several non-believing friends at a TGI Fridays.  There was a couple who decided to invite several 

of their neighbors to their home, many of whom are not Christian, simply in order to get to know 

them and shine the light of Jesus.  And there were some other people who reached out and met 

some people for dinner and fellowship. 

 

My friends, I know for sure that once you set your life priority on people; once you walk across 

rooms to care for and learn about people’s lives; and once you trust the Holy Spirit to navigate 

the sharing of your story you will never go back to lesser vision or routine living. 

 

For Jesus calls you and me to follow him and become fishers of people.  He calls you and me to 

a life of grander vision living. 


